M assachusetts Department of Conservation and Recr eation
Bureau of Fire Control and Forestry
Proposed Timber Harvest Summary
Name: Bradley Palmer

Date Posted: July 18, 2007
End of Comment Period: September 1, 2007

Region: North East Region
Recreation District: Atlantic

Forest Management District: NE

State Forest: Bradley Palmer State Park
Closest Road: Winthrop Road - Hamilton
Town: Hamilton

Contact Information Harris F. Penniman, Jr.

817 Lowell Road, P.O. Box 829
Carlise, MA 01741-0829
(978) 369-3350 ext. 19
Harris.Penniman@state.ma.us

Stand Description:

The main treatment areais a 55 acre section of the forest with rolling hills consisting of 38 acres of
an oak hardwood (OH) stand with large sawlog sized trees with high stocking, and 17 acres of a
white pine hardwood (WH) stand with small sawlog sized trees with high stocking. The soils are
well drained glacial till. There are intermittent streamsin the area. A second treatment area
consisting of 10 acres of a series of exotic and native species plantations (Austrian pine, concolor
fir, larch, balsam fir, beech, etc.) which are parallel to and up slope from the Ipswich River. These
were planted by Bradley Palmer and a hired forester early in the 20™ century. Many of the
plantation stands have become mature and over mature, over crowded and stressed; and some are
dying and starting to fall apart.

Aesthetic, Recreation and Wildlife Consider ations:

Aesthetic: Directional felling techniques will be utilized to fell designated trees away from main
roads, boundaries and trails to reduce the presence of slash adjacent to roads, trails and boundaries.
Slash will be treated in accordance with MA Chapter 132 regulations. All slash 1” in diameter shall
be lopped to less than 2’ high.

Recreation: Trails shall be passable at the end of each work day. Harvesting operations will occur
in winter months when the soil isfrozen. Woods roads are to be improved with addition of gravel



and will be graded upon completion of the harvest. Safety considerations will override wildlife
considerations near trails and high use areas.

Wildlife: Large trees with wildlife cavities, live snags and known nest trees shall beretained. The
availability of browse will be greatly increased within two to five years post-harvest to the benefit
of wildlife. Prime mast producing trees will be left. Because of state listed species, there may be
additional considerations.

Sale L ayout:

Intermittent streams, wetlands, vernal pools and the river shall be buffered and protected to MA
Forestry BMP and CMP standards. The landing isinterna and well off theroad. Trees aong the
proposed main skid trails shall be painted or flagged prior to harvest as will the boundaries of all
wetlands. The landing shall be stabilized after harvesting is completed for future reuse. Wood
roads shall be improved as well.

Silviculture:

The goal of this harvest isto thin in order to maintain growth of the better quality white pine and
oaks in portions of the parcel and to regenerate and rel ease established regeneration in other areas
using the shelterwood system. The planned harvest is the first harvest of an over story removal
under the 2 or 3- cut shelterwood system. Severa specia considerations may be placed because of
archaeological sensitivity and ecological sensitivity. The landing shall be away from low lying
wetlands on higher ground. To be consistent with past practices for highly sensitive archaeol ogical
areas, the following restrictions/limitations are to be followed:

the harvest shall occur during the winter with frozen soil conditions

skidding shall not be permitted

three wheeled feller-bunchers, such as the Morbell type, shall not be employed, hand
felling or the Fortech type feller-buncher-processors with its long reach and weight
distributing tracks shall be used instead

Park Supervisor: Date:
Regional Director: Date:
District Forester: Date:

Attached: Topographic map showing location of Forest Products Sale Area






